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Summary
 

Please use your notes to answer these three thematic questions:

 

1. What do you feel students have learned, or not learned, and how do you know this?

I have no idea what they learned because just by watching, I can’t asses learning. However, I feel I know what they learned beforehand. They learned the basic concepts of filling a table, making a graph, etc. They also learned the expectations of working together in a group. 

2. In what specific place did students have difficulty? Why? What can be done?

Difficult to interact with each other effectively. Had trouble focusing; they’d get into work, then zone out. Sensed having trouble getting into the context of the problem. They didn’t know what a Prius was and what mpg was. A little bit of “teasing of the mouth” or creating a hook might help create interest and understanding. Read the initial paragraph together in group work!

Agrees with using group roles and problem solving initially to help engage the work. “How is the problem similar to the one before and the one different?” 

To help with initial engagement, try waiting 15 seconds after asking a question. 

3. Where do you think the class/individual is with respect to individual growth / class frustration / sense of accomplishment / social learning / engagement?
Engagement is tough with math (especially with some of these problems!). Accomplishment is big and complements seemed to help tons.
