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Observations

1. Choose one or two students to observe. How are their communication skills? (verbal, written)
2. How are students using problem solving skills to answer questions?

3. Describe student usage/understanding of graphs, tables and equations? Is there evidence of understanding between the interrelations between these representations of data? Please give specifics.

4. Are students really interested in this topic, or are they just going through the motions?
5. Focus on one group for 10 minutes during a group activity. Write down as much as possible concerning the group.
6. Find evidence of community building, be it as an entire class, in one group, or between two people as a result of the curriculum. Note specific indicators. 
7. Your own idea!

  

Summary
 

Please use your notes to answer these three thematic questions:

 

1. What do you feel students have learned, or not learned, and how do you know this?

Learned who was good at what and fell into a divide and conquer role, “You’re good at graphing so you do that, but I’m good at equation generation so I’ll do that.” Other groups worked well in parallel. Often, there was an explainer and listener, but not a sharing of roles. 
2. In what specific place did students have difficulty? Why? What can be done?

Noticed trouble defining variables and a lack of problem-solving strategy (Polya, etc). So the discussions didn’t go deeper. A little bit of modeling beforehand (talk about as a class) on how to use a problem-solving strategy might help with problem-solving in the future: too independent.
3. Where do you think the class/individual is with respect to individual growth / class frustration / sense of accomplishment / social learning / engagement?
A lot of good thinking, but also a lot of independent learners. Making use of each other’s skill sets would have helped. The group of 6 was a bit big and ended up pulling the rest along. There was a group of 1.
